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With this post titled as such, there should be no need to continue — but onward we plod.

Remember 9/11 — the horrors of that day helped see a 2002 Federal Hospital Preparedness Program
created to help hospitals pre-plan for public health emergencies and terrorist attacks.

Till late 2006 America remembered, and funds were appropriated to have the products needed for Not if
but When.

As America forgot, the program was steadily cut. Not only were new emergency preparedness products
not purchased but aging products were not replaced or updated as needed. In 2007 alone, Washington
cut some $44 million from the program’s budget.

Then came FEAR in 2009 as a frightening epidemic called the HIN1 swine flu swept across the
globe. With the cuts from 2006-2009, do you think the USA was prepared? Not a chance.

Across the country, hospitals were sent scrambling to bring on extra emergency staff, and for a short
time it seemed they would be overwhelmed. Isolation chambers/shelters/rooms, medical field cots, and
PPE were quickly sourced with limited funds — and the FEAR grew.

Thankfully, the “worst did not materialize. The lesson, though, was clear: The nation needed
larger caches of standby medical supplies and hospitals that were better prepared to handle a
surge of infected patients.” *

Surely America had learned and would fund these much needed caches of medical supplies. From 2009-
2014, funding was not cut but it did not grow — and then came 2014 and a further $120 million cut in the
Federal Hospital Preparedness Program.

“Overall, money for the program has been slashed by about half since 2003, said John Auerbach, chief
executive of the Trust for America’s Health. Auerbach, who was Boston health commissioner for nine
years, said he and other public health officials routinely pleaded with Congress to restore the



spending. He said lawmakers frequently offered the same response: “Do we still need that?”** On top
of government funding cuts, hospital staff also are constantly pressured to maintain and grow profit
margins — and two things that go right to the bottom line are reducing spending on staff and supplies that
aren’t used all the time. Guess what supplies those are.

Tick tock tick tock — a decade passes, it’s 2020 and a new pandemic sweeps out of China and rears it’s
ugly head in the United States — COVID-19.

A primer first — funding is constantly cut — purchases of emergency equipment made after 9-11 and then
the 2009 SARS outbreak are not upgraded or replaced as needed — stockpiles of critical PPE are allowed
to be drawn down at all levels — warnings at all levels are ignored — poor planning abounds at all levels —
basic PPE for first responders is woefully less than needed.

Tick tock tick tock — COVID-19 lands in America and moves worldwide.

We all know how things have gone in the last few months. Rather than going through what everyone
knows here are a few keywords to remind — ventilators — PPE — N95 — shelter in place — social
distancing — quarantine — shut downs — unemployment — PPP — death — pandemic — face masks — field
hospitals — wash your hands — nursing homes — a new line of first responder heroes the Medical
Community — Dr Fauci — Dr. Birx — Trump — Pelosi — empty streets — no sports — no movies — no
restaurants — home schooling.......

There will be a future — a changed one to be sure — but a future once we finally beat this pandemic
back — and we will. But surely this time America will never forget — the fear — the loss — the lack of
preparedness. America must listen to the lessons learned.

Never again let the supply of the following run low or not be replaced when needed or upgraded or
retrofitted as required: PPE, ventilators, N95 stock piles, mobile field hospitals, Isolation
Chamber/Shelters/Rooms, Decontamination Shower Systems, Drive thru virus test/vaccine shot shelters,
field cots, etc.

Only time will tell.

— Mark Conron

*and ** LA Times By Noam N. Levey,

Kim Christensen, Anna M. Phillips

March 20, 2020

https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-03-20/disaster-foretold-shortages-ventilators-medical-
supplies-warned-about
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Fsi PNEUMATIC DRIVE THROUGH SHELTER

JDAT7500-DTGR

Specify
“FSI Blue”®

Every FSI DAT Series Pneumatic Drive Through

Shelter Unit comes with:

0 Attached, yet removable floor

0 A full zipper closure roll up door on each end

¢ A side man door with hanging velcro attachments
to allow connectivity to other shelters/showers

DAT4000SP-DTGR

SELTER SIZE
PART # SQ. FT.| DOORSIZE |# VEHICLES |# LANES
LENGTH | WIDTH | HEIGHT
DAT7500-DTGR 40’ 24 12 960 8.24'H x 15.15°W 4 2
DAT273015-DTGR 30’ 27 15’ 810 122H X 200W 2 2
DAT5700SP-DTGR 20 24 12 480 8.24'H x 15.15’'W 2 2
DAT4000SP-DTGR 20’ 20’ 12 400 | 8.24Hx13W 1 1

FSI® DAT® SERIES PNEUMATIC SHELTER SYSTEMS GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS
effective: 08/01/11

Frame: Heavy Duty 1100 Dtex* polyester coated w. plastomer on both sides, UV/Chemical resistant, quadruple overlapped and glued.

Air pressure internally once inflated = 4.3 psi (0.3 bar) USA Federal Standard FS # 191 5041/5102/5134/5970 Test method structural test results. Total Weight (g/m2) — 1055
Thickness (mm) — 0.90 Cut strip tensile strength (Ibs. /in.) - Warp = 450 - Weft = 404 Elongation (%) — Warp = 30 - Weft = 47 Tongue tear (Ibs.) — Warp = 87 — Weft =
100 Adhesion (Ibs. /in.) — Warp = 9.4 — Weft = 8.9 Density = 30 X 24.5

Canopy: Heavy duty 100% nylon twill (3/5) w. PU white pigment inner coating, ABT. 0 23mm X 57/58. Wt. AB1.230GR/Sq. M - UV/chemical resistant/fire retardant —
UV resistant and water repellent w. a hydrostatic resistance of 250 psi + - Mildew resistal et and exceed US Fed. Test MIL.STD.810E 508 - Fire resistance meets and
exceeds CPAI 84 SECTION 5 1995, US Fed. TestFR:1610, = "

meets NFPA701 Flammability Test method 1 (2004) NFPA 7Q?_’ﬂ.3§-'=bur g and coated both sides.

Floor: PVC of 0.58mm thickness (1,000 Dtex, M—*ﬁs po‘l'yesﬁ')'ﬁw"grams per sq mm 60 W. -

Every FSI® DAT® series shelter comes complete \ W|th electric |nﬂator/deﬂator and h hlgh pressure compressed air fill hose and universal high pressure scba fitting. All units
supplied w. no charge redundant features allowing for - hanging undress/redress kits etc. on the
inlet and outlet side. All DAT® serieﬁhelters'availﬁble with cross and center divider curtains, side doors, extra windows, skylights,

HVAC/clothing ducts with ties, etc."as per published FSI literature/pricing/specs.

Standard color is ‘FSI Blue'® exterior w. high visibility white inside color. Green, White, and Tan/Sand exterior canopy color also  available as standard. Other colors option-
al P.O.A..

Multiple optional accessories available inclusive of air heaters, air coolers, elevation grids, waste water pumps, etc. available. Plenum and insulation inner canopy and other

options priced P.O.A.
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